-4 


0 

o 
o 

(J) 
O 


> 


. 


Abraham  Lincoln's 
Contemporaries 


Gustave  Matile 


Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other 

sources 


From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 


71,7-0*7,  o^oSP/y 


Printer- friendly  article  page  Page  1  of  1 

This  is  a  printer  friendly  version  of  an  article  from  the  Appleton  Post-Crescent 


Back 


Brown  County  mulls  sale  of  Lincoln 
photo 

By  Paul  Brinkmann 

Gannett  Wisconsin  Newspapers  February  1 3,  2006 

GREEN  BAY  —  One  of  the  greatest  American  presidents  was  rarely  photographed  with  his  family. 

But  on  Feb.  9,  1864,  Abraham  Lincoln  posed  for  what  became  a  well-known  picture  with  his  son  Tad. 

A  copy  of  that  photo,  bearing  Lincoln's  own  signature,  has  been  sitting  in  a  storage  vault  at  the  Brown 
County  Library.  It  had  been  donated  by  a  former  Lincoln  White  House  staff  member  in  1908. 

The  county's  Library  Board  recently  realized  the  Lincoln  photo  may  be  more  valuable  than  anyone 
realized  —  a  similar  print  sold  for  $358,000  at  auction  in  2002.  The  library  is  considering  selling  the 
historic  print  to  raise  money,  while  also  making  it  more  available  to  public  viewing  as  a  local  connection  to 
Lincoln's  legacy. 

Green  Bay  history  buff  and  businessman  Doug  LaViolette  volunteered  to  research  the  background  of  the 
historic  print.  He  plans  to  have  it  appraised  at  Christie's  auction  house  in  New  York  this  spring. 

According  to  published  accounts,  the  county's  Lincoln  photograph  represents  a  connection  between 
Green  Bay  and  the  Lincoln  White  House. 

The  key  to  that  connection  is  Swiss-born  attorney  Gustave  Matile. 

As  a  young  attorney,  Matile  had  worked  for  Lincoln  in  Washington,  D.C.  After  Lincoln's  1865 
assassination,  Matile  eventually  accepted  an  appointment  as  federal  court  commissioner  in  the  eastern 
district  of  Wisconsin. 

In  Green  Bay,  Matile  became  a  fan  of  the  old  Kellogg  Public  Library.  His  estate  donated  the  Lincoln  photo 
after  his  death  in  1908. 

The  photo  may  be  valuable  for  several  reasons,  according  to  Tom  Schwartz,  Illinois  state  historian  at  the 
Lincoln  Presidential  Library  in  Springfield,  III.  The  most  valuable  thing  is  the  signature  —  Lincoln  is 
believed  to  have  signed  few  photos  of  himself.  This  particular  signature  is  special  because  it  says  "A. 
Lincoln  &  Son." 

But  Lincoln  photos  were  often  copied  even  while  the  president  was  alive,  Schwartz  said.  The  size  of  the 
Brown  County  print  indicates  it  may  be  an  original  reproduction,  but  only  an  expert  examination  can  verify 
it. 

The  library's  budget  has  been  squeezed  in  recent  years  by  growing  health  care  insurance  costs  for 
employees  and  by  political  pressure  under  property  tax  limits. 
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